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womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. The society’s 
purpose is to provide opportunities for 
lesbians to interact and support each 
other in a safe environment, and to 
contribute to the broader community. 
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We welcome submissions of up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, poetry, 

artwork and photographs (minimum 
200 dpi files) are all welcomed. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of Womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and content, 
and to refuse publication. Submissions 
will be published on Womonspace’s 
website, unless otherwise agreed. 


Forward your submissions by: 
MAIL 
womonspace, Box 128, Main PO, 
Edmonton, AB, TS] 3K4 
PHONE 
780.482.1794 
EMAIL 
womonspace@gmail.com 
WEBSITE 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by Womonspace. 


Some images this issue courtesy of stock.xchng (www.sxc.bu). 


editorial 


a~ lowly, I'm starting to get over my 

aversion to the holiday season. 

Four years straight of selling trees 

and decorations in the seasonal depart- 

ment of a hardware store nearly did me 

in, I tell ya. I think I may just have 
turned the corner, though. 

A few weeks ago (yes...the beginning 
of November...*sigh*), Jenn pulled out 
her ceramic holiday puppy ornaments 
and proceeded to place them on the 
door handles of our kitchen. The “old 
me” would have lobbied long and hard 
to wait a while before putting them up. 
Okay, I should be honest here. The old 
me probably would have made a big 
stink about not wanting them up at all. 

But her face just lit up the whole room 
as she was placing them each in their new 
home, and I have to say that now that 
they’re up, I kind of like them! I must be 
mellowing with age, like a fine whiskey... 

To me, one’s spirituality is an intensely 
personal matter. At the same time, you 
have to write what you know. And I 
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know that the long, dark nights of win- 
ter prove difficult for many of us to 
endure. People are pulling you in all sorts 
of directions. It’s dark when you go to 
work in the morning. It’s dark when you 
leave eight or nine hours later. 

It’s no coincidence, then, that so 
many important religious holidays fall 
at this time of year: Solstice, Hanukkah, 
Christmas, Kwanza...and the list goes 
on. The shortest days of the year happen 
in December, and all of these celebra- 
tions are celebrations of light. I think it’s 
especially important, this far north, to 
“fight” the darkest days of the year with 
a little bit of light. 

So whatever you do to fight back the 
darkness—whether you light your 
menorah, turn the Christmas lights on, 
light a big bonfire in your backyard or 
volunteer your time to those less fortu- 
nate—give thanks for our uniquely 
human ability to use the power of our 
actions and our minds to make a diffi- 
cult situation better.¥ 


letters to the editors Ony yt 


October 29, 2006 

Dear Womonspace, 

Last evening I went to your Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) and was sad- 
dened by voter turnout. Fewer than 40 
women arrived, with about 25% being 
either current board members or past 
board members. 

Womonspace has about 200 members. 
I am positive there are more people who 
care about the direction the Womonspace 
organization 1s venturing. 

At the AGM meeting last night, Julie 
Lloyd touched on it briefly by saying to 
the small audience how Norma (Past 
President but still acting) “has really 
given the Womonspace organization 
“Structure,” my dear Ms. 
Lloyd, is an understatement. 

Last year I called upon more than 
one hundred women asking for item 


structure.” 


february’s theme... 


recta Can, 


donations for the annual Womonspace 
Garage Sale. Halfway through the week, 
the Womonspace Treasurer called me to 
get over to her place as her backyard was 
packed with boxes. We had a garage sale 
with bikes, skis . Everything 
you could possibly think of, we had it at 
the sale. When the garage doors finally 


, Mirrors . . 


closed, Womonspace made more than 
$800.00, and I personally delivered four 
truckloads of unsold items to the 
Salvation Army. Womonspace women 
are fantastic, and I know they care about 
making a difference. 
But where was everyone last 
evening? Womonspace members, please 
realize how important it is to come for- 
ward and to elect honest, enthusiastic, 
trustworthy board members to this 


organization. 
—Dolly 


“A kiss ts a lovely trick designed by nature 


to stop words when speech becomes superfluous.” 


Ingrid Bergman (1915-1982) 


“Oh, what lies there are in kisses!” 


Heinrich Heine (1797-1856) 


“T wonder what fool it was that first invented kissing.” 


What do you have to say about kissing? 


Jonathan Swift (1667-1745) 


“To me, there is no greater act of courage 


than being the one who kisses first.” 


Janeane Garofalo (1964-) 
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sunday, january 7, sunday, january 28, 1 to 4 pm 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm Family and Friends Fun Skate. See 
page 9 for details. 


Womonspace Board Meeting. 
Pride Centre of Edmonton, 
9540-111 Ave. Come and UPCOMING EVENTS 


share your ideas! ; 
; ; see saturday, february 10. 7 pm to 1 am. 


january 11 to 21 Carnival! EVM Concert and Valentine’s 
Theatre Buffet Co-op Womonspace Dance. Hellenic 
presents Dinner With Friends, Community Hall, 10450-116 St. Doors 
by Donald Margulies. open at 7 pm, concert at 7:30, dance at 
Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St. 9 pm. Concert and dance: $15. Dance 
Box office: 453-2440, only: $5 members, $10 non-members. 


hetp://www.attheroxy.com. 
10% discount for 
Womonspace members. 


february 15 to march 4 
Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad, by 
Michael Melski. Roxy Theatre, 


friday, january 12, 7 to 10 pin 10708-124 St. Box office: 453-2440, 
4th Annual Womonspace Games http://www.attheroxy.com. 10% 
Night. See page 9 for details. discount for Womonspace members. 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


/A 


£4 ALGONQUIN TRAVEL 
Celebration & 


City Centre Empowerment of 
429-2233 Women's Sexuality 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 Mail order catalogue $5 
: Secure online shopping 
OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES RD fas 
YOU WANT Express shipping 
FOR THE HOLIDAY 896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
YOU DESERVE! LD reeed cae 
; Toll Free: 1.888.WYM. WARE 
email us at www. womynsware.com 


corinne@algonquintravel.com 


“4 eum 
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readers Corner 


; elcome to the Readers’ Corner! 
)This new addition to the 
J newsletter was created to help 


inspire you, our faithful readers, to tell us 
what you think about topics and issues 
relevant to our community. Here you'll 
find a poll to respond to each month and 
the opportunity to have your say in 
short-answer form. If you feel particu- 
larly inspired, we encourage you to write 
an article. As always, you can include 
your name or choose to be anonymous. 

Below is our poll for the month, an 
example of a short response, and all the 
details you need for getting your 
thoughts to us. 

To respond to the poll, submit a short 
response or article, or send in a name sug- 
gestion, email womonspace@gmail.com 
or send mail to the address on the inside 
front cover. 


Deadline: Jan. 15. Short responses should be no more 
than go words, articles no more than Soo words 


January’s Poll 


Name this space! 


We need help 
giving the Readers’ 


Corer a creative 
name. Send us the 
winning name and 
win two tickets to 
the Valentine’s 
Concert and Dance! 
See above for 


how to submit. 


How do you feel about public displays of affection? 


a) Ilike them. It makes me happy to see people in love. 


b) They’re okay, but no groping or extensive tonsil hockey. 


c) I don’t mind hand-holding, hugging, and a quick peck, but 


anything more is inappropriate. 


d) It all turns me off. Yuck. Get a room, people! 


“Even though I’m now out to my family and straight friends, 


I'm still self-conscious about being affectionate with my partner 


in front of them. I don’t know if I'll ever feel comfortable with it.” 


— Anonymous 
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EVM and Womonspace present... 


with 

Edmonton Vocal Minority 
hosted by 

Timothy J. Anderson 
dance music by 

Licorice Whip 


ASL Interpretation Provided 


Saturday, 10.February 2007 

Hellenic Hall (10450 116 Street) 

Doors: 7:00/Concert: 7:30/Dance: 9:00 
Concert/Dance Tickets: $15/$12 Under 18 (concert only) 
Dance Only Tickets (available at the door after 8:30 pm): 
$5 (Womonspace Members) $10 (Non-members) 


Edmonton Vocal Minorits 


Advance Tickets Available at: 
Earth's General Store 
The Front Page So : 
TIX on the Square 
EVM Members 


www.evmchoir.com * 780.479.2038 * sing@evmchoir.com 


Cha) d ee 
v z ee Calgary, 
a 'e i \ Edmonton 95. WuEWEEKLY 


Alberta, il 
Foundation SOUS! 
for the Arts 
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splinters from the board 


President’s Musings 


by Norma MacQuarrie 


or those of you who may be 

wondering, I’m back authoring 

4 this column as Past President— 

that is, until a benevolent soul comes 
forth to serve as President! 

Our last event for the year 2006 was 
the Festive Dinner and Dance held on 
Saturday, December 9 at Bellevue 
Community Hall. 

The Annual General Meeting has 
come and gone, and the newly elected 
board has held its inaugural meeting. A 
bylaw amendment changing the fiscal 
year-end to August 31 was approved at 
the AGM on October 28. 

The board welcomed newcomers 
Karen and Cindy in their respective roles 
as Secretary and Vice-President. It really 
is great to have an extraordinary level of 
commitment from all of the current 
board members. I congratulate and 
applaud them in their dedication. 

The first agenda for the incoming 
board was action-packed. I will share 
highlights from this meeting. Board 
members agreed to continue meeting the 
first Sunday of each month at Pride 
Centre. Meetings commence at 10:30 
a.m. and are open to the general mem- 
bership. Several activities have been 
planned for 2007 and are listed in our 
calendar of events on the facing page. 
We are happy to receive your feedback 
and any suggestions you may have for 
different types of activities. Those who 
come forth with ideas will be asked to 
work with the board in planning and 
hosting proposed events. 

The December board meeting was 
focused on refining the sponsorship pack- 
age and planning for upcoming events. 

Creativity and innovation are pursuits 


being undertaken by the newsletter team. 


They have promised to entertain you with 
new additions to the monthly newsletter. 
Make sure you are a Womonspace mem- 
ber, which entitles you to have this free, 
not-to-be-missed monthly newsletter 
mailed directly to your residence. 

A formal volunteer policy was 
approved by the board. Please contact the 
Womonspace Secretary at wssecretary@ 
hotmail.com if you would like a copy of 
this policy. 

Plans are underway to re-establish 
the Womonspace office at Pride Centre. 
Watch for upcoming news releases on 
the reopening of this office. Office vol- 
unteers are needed, and I encourage 
you, even if you are the tiniest little bit 
interested, to contact the Womonspace 
Vice-President at wsvice-president@ 
hotmail.com for more information 
about volunteering. 

Vacancies still exist for anyone who 
may be interested in assisting the 
Marketing Director or Activities Director. 
Contact us for more information on these 
volunteer positions at wsmarketing@ 
hotmail.com or wsactivities@hotmail.com. 

A revised organizational sponsorship 
package will be forwarded to prospec- 
tive sponsors in the not-too-distant 
future. If you are one of the lucky recip- 
ients of a sponsorship package, your 
charitable response would be greatly 
appreciated and is invaluable in helping 
ensure the long-term sustainability of 
Womonspace. 

That’s it for this month. Best wishes 
in 2007! 


— Norma 
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splinters from the board 


2007 Calendar of Womonspace Events 


January 


4th Annual Games Night 

January 12, 7 to 10 pm. Prism Bar & 
Grill, 10524-101 St. Fun pool tourney, 
Pictionary, Scattergories, snacks, drink 
specials, women, and more! Toonie 
admission. 

Family and Friends Fun Skate 

January 28, 1 to 4 pm. Victoria Park 
Oval Rink, 12130 River Rd. Bonfire and 
hot chocolate provided. Free admission. 


February 

Carnival! EVM Concert and 
Valentine’s Womonspace Dance 
February 10. Hellenic Community 
Hall, 10450-116 St. Doors 7 pm, 
concert 7:30 pm, dance 9 pm. Concert 
and dance: $15. Dance only: $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 


March 


March Dance 

March 31, 9 pm to | am. Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 


April 

Coffee House 

April 15, 7 to 10 pm. Prism Bar & 
Grill, 10524-101 St. $3 for members, 
$5 for non-members. 


May 

May Dance 

May 12, 9 pmto 1 am. Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 


they make 


ea 


June 


Pride Week Unity Dance and Concert 
Saturday, June 16. Hellenic Community 
Hall, 10450-116 St. More details to 
follow. 


July 

July 21 and 22 

Carol Cattell Classic Golf Tournament 
Details to follow. 


September 


September Dance 

September 22, 9 pm to | am. Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 


October 
Annual General Meeting and Dance 


October 13, 7 pm to 1 am. AGM: 7 pm 
to 9 pm; dance: 9 pm to | am. Dance: 
$5 for members, $10 for non-members. 
All members attending the AGM 
receive free admission to the dance! 


December 


Festive Dinner and Dance 

December 8, 7 pm to | am. Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308-112 Ave. Dinner: 
7 pm to 8:30 pm. Dance: 9 pm to | am. 
Dinner and dance: $15 for members, $20 
for non-members. Dance only: $5 for 
members, $10 for non-members. 


DeOsseselabaee 


Lrewetlet at & 
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Womonspace Contact List 


President — Vacant 
wspresident@hotmail.com 


Vice-President — Cindy 
wsvice-president@hotmail.com 


Secretary — Karen 


wssecretary@hotmail.com 


Treasurer — Trish 


wstreasurer@hotmail.com 


Marketing and PR Director — 
Lori 


wsmarketing@hotmail.com 


Activities Director — Jenn 


wsactivities@hotmail.com 


Membership Director — Colleen 
wsmembership@hotmail.com 


Volunteer Director — Monica 
wsvolunteer@hotmail.com 


Newsletter Co-Editors — 
Kate and Tara 
womonspace@gmail.com 


Newsletter Designer — Sarah 
wsdesigner@hotmail.com 


Past President - Norma 
wspastpresident@hotmail.com 


Womonspace Volunteer Opportunities 


Assistant to the Marketing and PR Director 
Our Marketing and PR Director is looking for an assistant to help her in 
seeking organizational sponsorship for Womonspace events and soliciting 


new advertising for the newsletter. 
Office staff 


Womonspace would like to open its office at the new Pride Centre to 
visitors for a few hours each week. We are looking for a few volunteers 
interested in staffing the office to provide information and answer 


questions visitors may have. 


Photographers 
Help bring the Womonspace newsletter to life by volunteering as a 

photographer. You'll take photos at Womonspace events and for general 
use in the newsletter, and you'll be credited for your work (if so desired) 
when your photos are published. 


Volunteers for dances and other events 

Would you like to meet people? Be part of the fun? Attend events free? If 
so, consider adding your name to our list of volunteers interested in helping 
out at Womonspace dances and other events. 


For more information on any of these opportunities, email wor 


or call 482-1794 and leave a message. 


nspace@qmail.com 
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Pride in Edmonton 


Congratulations to Womonspace 
for another successful year! 


Councillor Michael Phair 
michael.phair@ ‘edmonton.ca 
Phone: 496-8146 


«> | HIRING 
_. * Collection 
ae 
~~ Agents 


If you are: 

- Professional 

- Firm & direct 

- Aggressive by nature 


We offer: 

- Great pay + bonus & 
benefits 

- A non-judgmental 
workplace 


Able, Apton, Morris & Stagg Jue. 


email jobs@AbleApton.com 
Fax 432-9362 
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We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10179-109 Street 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor's referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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Back Rew L to R: Lori (Marketing & PR), Jenn (Activities), Kate (Newsletter Co-Editor), Karen (Secretary), Monica (Volunteers), Trish (Treasurer) 
Front Rew L to R: Tara (Newsletter (o-Editor), Cindy (Vice-President), Norma (Past President). Absent from Phete: Colleen (Membership) 


Best Single Costume: Diane Robinson (“Wizard in White’). 
Prize: HBC gift certificate for S26, 


Best Couple's Costume: Karen Morin and Tammy MacDonald 
("Prince and Princess”). Prize: Gift certificate for two Roxy Theatre 
tickets, valued at $bo 
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Book Reviews 


by Lindy Pratch 


Hit by a Farm: How I Learned to Stop 
Worrying and Love the Barn 


by Catherine Friend (Marlowe & Company, 2006) 


Catherine Friend has written a memoir 
about a lesbian ménage 4a trois. She and 
Melissa were together for over 10 years 
before they added a third party to their 
relationship—a farm. It was Melissa’s 
dream to own a farm. It was never 
Catherine’s dream, but she supported her 
partner, thinking she would still be able to 
continue with her own first love, writing. 

Except the farm brought endless anx- 
iety and so much work that Catherine 
was usually too exhausted to write. But 
wait a minute...she did write this book. 
And that’s the happy ending, the final 
chapter written 10 years after they 
bought their 53-acre farm. 

It is all the in-between stuff that makes 
this book so entertaining. It is tender, funny 
and sometimes heartbreaking. The open- 
ing lines describe Catherine’s experience at a 
weekend class on the basics of raising sheep: 
“Farms have fences. People have bound- 
aries. Mine began crumbling the day I knelt 
behind a male sheep, reached between his 
legs, and squeezed his testicles.” 

They raise sheep, chickens and grapes 
in Minnesota. Catherine sobbed one day 
when they drove several young sheep to 
be slaughtered because one was particu- 
larly playful and she was so sad that it had 
to die. Months later, when she cooked 
lamb chops, she discovered an unexpected 
benefit from knowing the animals that she 


ate, one that reshaped her pain. “As | ate, 
a surprising emotion swept through me— 
deep, deep gratitude.” 

Neither Catherine nor Melissa grew 
up on a farm. Their learning curve is 
steep. Catherine plants 200 grapevine 
cuttings . .. upside down. Melissa nearly 
kills herself when a piece of equipment 
snarls behind the tractor. There is much 
to worry about, but Catherine is able to 
laugh at herself and their mistakes as she 
recounts their adventures. 

Melissa can’t figure out how to get a 
nylon marking harness onto a ram (so 
they can tell which ewes have been 
mounted), when she spies Catherine, fallen 
onto all fours after another attempt to 
catch the ram. So Melissa uses Catherine 
as a model and successfully straps the har- 
ness onto her. Another time, Melissa gets 
Catherine to play sheep again so she can 
practice shearing moves. (Readers learn 
that this is what farm dykes do in the pri- 
vacy of their bedrooms.) 

Catherine is honest about the rela- 
tionship difficulties the couple experi- 
ences amid the stress of farming. Several 
years after buying the farm, they come 
close to breaking up. The redemption of 
their partnership is even more of a tri- 
umph than their farming success. A 
happy ending indeed.¥ 


Look for this book at the Edmonton Public 
Library, or buy it at your favourite independent book- 
store. See also the website www.hitbyafarm.com, 
where you'll find a great photo of a little girl licking a 
pig on its snout (entitled “First Farm Kiss”). 
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real moments | photography 
family and wedding photography 
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DEMINERALIZED, REVERSE OSMOSIS - 
WATER AND PURIFIED ICE Ze REW'K 

. Real Estate 
Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath, a... 


Agent 


Bus: (780) 488-4000 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSN 1L4 
: Fax: (780) 426-5700 
#1. Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 

: Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 


Molter  A"vtuy 
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Love and Life: My Spirituality 


by S.D. 


lam an outrageous and untamed 
champion of love and life. 


eligions have hyacked the ancient 

and primal search for meaning 

that is as old as humanity. 
Religious fundamentalism and religious 
indifference keep the world in a deep 
struggle for meaning. I have opted for a 
spirituality that gives a new vision with 
fresh possibilities for all in a world of love, 
justice, peace and liberation—the stan- 
dard greetings at Christmastime. 

Over the past decade, my spirituality 
has evolved from a devotional Catholicism 
to a creation-centred reverence for all life. 
When my partner and I gather family and 
friends around the open fire, we celebrate 
the passing of seasons connected to the 
cosmic womb of life. I sense a kinship with 
our long-ago ancestors who probably 
explored the great spiritual questions in 
fire-centred gatherings. As we honour the 
elements of wind, fire, water and earth, we 
share our stories to liberate possibilities for 
new ways of living and loving. 

My spirituality reclaims the connected- 
ness of all life forms in our evolving uni- 
verse and seeks to abolish all boundaries 
between peoples—whether they arise 
from geographic, ethnic, racial or gender 
differences. I question all boundaries that 
alienate or isolate any person from the cir- 
cle of our life as a couple. My search for 
authentic community defies the claims of 
the Roman Catholic church that same- 
gender love is “disordered” and is best 
contained “emotionally and spiritually in 
the closet.” That church is locked into 
defending dogmatic boundaries rather 


WOM OT 


than listening to people’s search for mean- 
ing, for a spirituality that reflects their 
lived reality. 

Only people who are out of touch 
with their primal story react with panic 
at same-gender relationships, which they 
cannot understand. A sense of mystery 
gives all relationships vibrancy and 
depth, be they homosexual or heterosex- 
ual. My capacity to relate lovingly with 
my partner embodies deep spiritual aspi- 
rations that go beyond the cultural 
boundaries of “good Christian families.” 

A true spirituality integrates our sex- 
ual identity and our aspirations as 
human beings. Sexual ecstasy is essential 
to mystical experience in the Far East. 
Erotic passion underpins humanity’s 
most ardent efforts to create a just and 
caring society. Sexual playfulness allows 
us to commune deeply with one another 
and touch the divine in our incarnated 
selves. Christmas celebrates this incarna- 
tion and is a time to open ourselves to 
the mystery of love in our lives. 

My spirituality keeps me in touch with 
the passionate aspects of my life: pride in 
being who I am, ecstasy in lovemaking, 
freedom to experience the divinity of the 
other and the divinity in all creation. The 
“wild woman in me” drives me toward 
the beauty of the arts, the eroticism of sen- 
suality, the creativity of sexuality, the wild 
spirit of playfulness and the righteous 
anger that stirs me to work for justice. I 
maintain a sense of wonder, mystery and 
surprise as I seek the meaning of life. To 
cooperate with the divine life force 1s 
essential to a life-giving spirituality. ¥ 
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Spirit t-asisiee 
Spiritual Mystery 


by Fernanda Alves 
Spirituality . .. what ts it? 

Who says we need it, but then who 
says we don’t? 


Most of us think that the majority of 


people are spiritual. Are we? Does anyone 
even know the actual meaning of it? I look 
at myself and think that I am a spiritual 
person. How do I know that? Well, I think 
that for me, it is in the ways in which I live. 
I try to do one good thing every day, 
whether it’s for myself or for someone else. 
I try not to be too judgmental of others or 
myself. I also look at things and try to see 
them for what they are and not for what I 
think or believe they should be. 

Another question that comes to mind 
is about prayer. Is spirituality about pray- 
ing? Well, I can only speak for myself, but 
I do believe in prayer. Why? For me, 
prayer is one of the safest ways of com- 
municating with our God/Divine/Universe 


Omen, roy Mety hes” iC 
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without ever being afraid that something 
or someone is coming back to judge or 
punish me for what I have said. Then 
again, some say that spirituality is about 
having unconditional love, healing and 
even kindness toward everyone in the 
world, and that everyone should trust in 
the vastness of their hearts. By doing so, 
they would realize that they are and that 
we all are spirits. Therefore, we automat- 
ically have the ability of being spiritual. 
love the following quotation: Dr. Albert 
Einstein says that the most beautiful and 
spiritual things we can ever experience in 
this world are the mysterious. I very much 
agree with him. I personally believe that 
we don’t need to be or become flawless 
human beings in order to be spiritual. My 
belief is that we can only do the best we 
can when we can, and hopefully it will all 
work out at the end.¥ 


My Guru 


by Debra Hathaway 


I take spiritual instruction from my cat 
she has a yoga and meditation practice 
she performs the complex curls, twists 
and stretches of yoga 

with ease (unlike me) 

her best position is of course “the cat” 
but she also excels at stretching 

with her head low and bum high 

I tell her that we humans 
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call this position “downward dog” 

she glares at me with narrowed eyes 

and leaps to the top of her cat tree 

where she chooses to ignore my insult 

she closes her eyes in zen meditation 

while I stand looking up at her 

like a know-nothing novice seeking wisdom 

from the enlightened master on the 
mountaintop 
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Spirituality / Lesbian Hurt / Merry 


by White Calf and dsec 


Is it that time of year already? Time 
to find the people who like to put their 
own slant on this holiday, as in “really 
fucking hate it,” and go forth and eat 
out. In the spirit of the end of another 
warmongering year, let’s pay homage to 
that thing that keeps us alive when 
everything around us is dead: the junk 
of our lives—that drawer or box that is 
always in view—everything gets put 
there. It never goes anywhere, thank 
god. It’s how we keep in touch with 
friends we never call or our most cher- 
ished ones that we mostly think about 
but don’t see so much; street people 
don’t email each other, but they know 
what’s happening. Spirituality in action. 

Spirituality—the opposite of conve- 
nience or indulgence. It’s a way for you 
to SEE beyond seeing. It lets you see 
beyond the ugliness in front of you and 
make a plan—a plan to change and a 
plan to move. It’s what moves you in a 
positive way. It’s the one stimulus that 


ye 


2 


ucking Christmas 


won’t hurt you if you’re careful. It 
might come to you in the form of lan- 
guage or sex or incense or music, but it 
will move you and you will know it 
when it’s there. 

Spirit is a wonderful thing. Don’t let 
anyone kill it. It’s the one thing that will 
tide us over when the moments grow 
too familiar. People get tired and bored 
and are always attracted to something 
new. They will stand true to the old, yet 
secretly wish for something not quite yet 
known. Spirituality helps us make sense 
of what we already know to be true. It 
might mean waking up to certain reali- 
ties—like living requires storage space 
and what do we want to do about that 
fact. Spirit helps us rule out the deficit- 
causing actions we repeatedly take. It 
makes clear what we are about to do 
and why, and gives us a mean average 
on all of the above. 

It may prompt us to consider, What 
is my most taxed body part? Mouth, 
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A White Calf original 


eyes, ears, or 1s it perhaps my designer- 
modified genitalia? 

Some things never change. Life is 
really not that great—and that’s the 
common thread we have to stay con- 
nected to. Spirit’s something we must 
keep to survive. It stays with us through 
time and beyond, endures so we can. 

Spirituality is a combo of all the past 
and present woven into and in an ethe- 
real Presence. Offers us models for 
being as good as we can so that others 


might benefit. 

A reminder of things to forget and 
remember; a way of latching on to and 
sifting through the mass of info bom- 
barding us every waking moment. A 
reminder to be Still. Quiet. 

What happens when we turn off the 
music and sit in modern-day silence? 
The light switch gets flipped off, but we 
still remember what it was like... . 

Are you high or do you act that way 
naturally?¥ 
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Riverdale Labyrinth 


by Debra Hathaway 


trickling fountain 
loud in the silent air — 
labyrinth room 


with moontime flow 

I enter the labyrinth 

the ancient seven circuits 
honouring the Divine Feminine 


I round the turns called 
the breasts of the Goddess 
spiralling 

I go to the centre 

and back again 


Tama 21st century woman 

yet this labyrinth stirs 

an ancient response 

many before me have walked this path 
footsteps 


theirs and mine 


too soon 

the labyrinth ends 
the world beyond 
awaits 
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Dyn-Animatrix: Goddess as Open-Palm Pilot 


by dsec 


Austenance and support. Every spiri- 
S tual tradition offers some. 

In these moody days of the Freeze Up 
and Long Snows Moons, when the sun 
is too low in the sky and too frequently 
cloud obscured, all of us pulse with var- 
iegated, unfathomable needs. 

We torch the woodpile, set our homes 
and cities ablaze with neon reminders 
that the Earth Renewal moon hovers just 
beyond where our gaze now extends. We 


incline ourselves gently and passionately 
toward one another, sparking confidence 
in a vaguely warmer future. 

As we move more or less gracefully 
along luminescent icy pathways, we 
remember and remind each other: 
Creative, dynamic, the Goddess Spirit 
hovers over the surface of the deep. 
Enlivens and animates. Broods. 

And speaking of brooding, isn’t this 
just the season for slipping in and out of 
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A White Calf / dsec original 


“Dear Abyss,” 
our intimate journal notes so frequently 


the chill waters of Abyss? 
read, “I yearn. I suffer. I grieve.” 

There 1s nothing kind in this except 
that 
acknowledge that in becoming small 
and humble, 


once again we are forced to 


we are held. Cherished. 
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Scintillating grief and release. 
This too shall pass. 
In-breath: “Holy Spirit, bestowing 

life unto life... awakening, and re- 

awakening all that is.” 

Underneath the 


Out-breath: are 


(Her) ever-loving hands. ¥ 


Spiritus Sanctus vivificans uita 
Spiritus Sanctus vivificans vita, 
movens omnia, 
et radix est In omni creatura, 
ac omnia de immunditia abluit, 
tergens crimina, 
ac ungit vulnera, 
et sic est fulgens ac laudabilis 

vita, 


suscitans et resuscitans omnia. 


— Hildegard von Bingen, 1098-1179 CE 


Holy Spirit, bestoring life unto life 

Holy Spirit, bestowing life unto life, 

moving in All. 

You are the root of all creatures, 

washing away all impurity, 

scouring guilt, 

and anointing wounds. 

Thus you are luminous and praise- 
worthy, Life, 


awakening, and re-awakening all that ts. 


ethoice Contracting Inc. 


Quality “Painting at Affordable “Prices 


i 6 
Specializing in: 
Feature Walls & Ceiling Borders 
Textured Ceilings 


EccXn (et Coit Oey, 


Window Frames, Doors, Baseboards 
Fences & Decks 
Wall Repairs & Caulking 


Brightening Ufour Community One Colour at a “Lime 


Rhonda Fiveland 
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Sfapphoscopes 


CAPRICORN Mec 23—Jan 20) 
You love to be in charge, Ms. Capricorn. 
You've probably thought about it hundreds 
of times in the past, but you should strongly 
consider stepping out on your own in the 
coming months. Your perseverance will 
serve you well in business. Money talks. 


AGUARIUS Gan 2\--Feb |4) 
Bet you've been accused of “marching to the 
beat of your own drummer” more than 
once, Ms. Aquarius. Instead of fighting it so 
much, try embracing this original and 
for positive 
ater. 
VAISCES Geb 20—Mar 20) 


it's oh so tempting to find a small, dark cave 
to crawl into at this time of year, isn’t it, Ms. 


inventive world view and using it 
change. I’m sure we'll thank you 


Pisces? But you know from experience that 


the deeper you go, the harder it is to climb 
out. In the coming weeks, start turning your 
home into a true refuge, a personalized 
“cave.” If it’s made with intent, it'll be easier 


to get out. 


ARIES (May 2|—Apy 20) 
You're great at being the pioneer, but not 
50 good at bringing things to q clear conclu- 
sion, Ms. Aries. There's nothing horribly 
wrong with this (in most instances), as long 
as you are aware of this aspect of your per- 
sonality and surround yourself with trusted 
finishers for the important projects you start. 


TAURUS vy 2\—May 2\) 
Really not a big fan of change, eh Ms. 
Taurus? I'd suggest you take a long, hard 
look at why you're holding on so tightly to 
that security blanket. There’ a big difference 
between comfort and stagnation. 


i & we indy = a | 
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GEMINI Chay 22—Jun 2\) 

Your sign rules the hands, arms, shoulders 
and lungs, Ms. Gemini. Be extra careful 
over the next few weeks when lifting all of 
those heavy presents you're planning on 
giving out later this month! It’d be a real 
bummer to start the new year off with q 
fancy new sling. 


CANCER Gun 22—~Jo| 22) 
There’s a reason you're associated with the 
crab, Ms. Cancer: all hard on the outside 
and soft on the inside (kind of like those 
holiday treats they used to have us make in 
elementary school). You're one of the most 
sensitive signs of the zodiac, but you try 
not to let people know this about you. 
Why is that?! 


LZ Qu| z3—Ava 2) 

You're one of the most creative signs of the 
zodiac, Ms. Leo. So why’ve you been sitting 
there for so long, not even seeking out the 
spotlight one itty-bitty bit? It might not 
seem like you've had much opportunity to 
shine, but you've been muting yourself. 
Time to speak up! 


NIRGO Avo 22—Sep 23) 
It’s frustrating, isn't it, Ms. Virgo, being able 
to see the order in things in such detail while 
the rest of us flounder about in confusion, 
looking at the Big Picture (whatever that is)? 
Trouble is, the clearest path from A to C isnt 
always through B. 


LIBRA (Sep 2:4 —cct 23) 
You're so charming, Ms. Libra. | find it sur- 
prising that it doesn’t get you into more 
trouble than it does. Or maybe you've just 
been really good at ignoring the conse- 
quences of your actions. I’m not calling you 


F 
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out right now, just giving you a friendly 


reminder that karma is a boomerang 


SCORPIO (Oct 24—-Nov 22) 
Pay close attention to your dreams in the 
coming weeks, Ms. Scorpio. Not only can 
they help you figure out current concerns 
but they can also serve as a starting point 
for the creative pursuits you've been putting 


off for too long 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23—Dec 22) 
You do love to entertain, Ms. Sagittarius. 
Over the holiday season your home is like 
train station with all the friends and family 
stopping by. You might gripe about it, but 


you know you love it! Enjoy. 


What do 
YOU think? 


We love feedback! 

Tell us what you think about 
the newsletter and wnat 
you'd like to see In 
Upcoming ISSUeS. 


Email us at 
womonspace@gmail.com, 

or see the inside front cover for our 
mailing address. 
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B & D ExrporiumM EDMONTON 


LO1-11745 JASPER AVENUE 
EDMONTON AB 
780-428-LTHR 


www. bdemponumedmonton.com 


FETISH, LEATHER, LATEX, GOTHIC, PUNK 
AND CUSTOM CLOTHING 
BOOKS AND TOYS FOR ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES 
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...where 
friends 
meet and 
become 
family! 


open monday to saturday, 4 pm until 
closing time!! ~ rock'n DJ friday and 
saturday ~ daily food menu and chef 
specials! ~ pool tables, jukebox 
arcade game ~ check out 

www. prismbar.ca for upcoming events 


Prism Bar 
10524- 101 Street 
990-0038 
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resource directory (ceawamaaeians 


List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or email Seana: com 


arts 


churches 


(ire Dance First Wednesday of the month, 
Sept-June, 7:30 PM at Southminster-Steinhauer 
United Church, 10740-19 Ave. 435-2288. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 
479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 

Lesbian Book (lu) Reading fiction by and about 
Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 


tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 


lesbians. 


Qut i§ IN An arts-based education project for 


youth 24 and under who may identify as 


lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, two- 
spirited, questioning or straight. Contact 
Outisin@ualberta.ca or visit www. 


ualberta.ca/~outisin 


Women’s Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 PM. Call 


Debra at 483-7310. 

athletics 

Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |.d_a@telus.net. 


Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 
Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 
5:45-7:30 PM (early enough to go for a beer 
10227-118 St. 


All levels welcome and encouraged to come 


afterwards!). Oliver School, 


and join in the fun. $30 for the vear or $5 
per drop-in. Email mlwilkes@telusplanet.net 
or call 465-3620 for more info. 

Edmonton Storm Full-contact women’s football 
team is looking for players. Check out www. 
edmontonstorm.com or email tyahnke@ 
shaw.ca for more information. 

Making Waves Swim (lub Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 pM 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 pM at NAIT 
Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking 


for new members. We bow! for fun! Contact 
Joy or Kelsi at 922-4302. 


Swimming Pool. 


Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voice mail). 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
. Call Bernard 
481-4218, 


Roman Catholics and friends 
at 451-1794 or 
trainlvr@ compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
LGBT Christians 
Potluck at 6 PM and service at 7 PM on the 


Joseph at 


space for and friends. 


first Sunday of the month. Garneau United 
11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 
www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 

Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 


Church, 


for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe space 
426-0905, 


for spiritual questions. Call 


lcedmonton@lena.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 
Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740- 
19 Ave. Call the church office at 435-2028 
or Debbie at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 10804-119 
St. Call 454-8073 or email chadmin@uce.ca 


community groups 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 


in relation to sex and gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris.wells@shaw.ca 

Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 pM. 9540-111 Ave. Call 488-3234. 
Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
Pride 


www.prideedmonton.org 


annual Festival in Edmonton. 
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Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, 


academic and support staff of the U of A. 


graduate students, 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 
MacEwan Open Door Club Wednesdays at 5 pM in room 
6-217 (City Centre Campus). Discussion of 
GLBTTIQ issues, guest speakers, awareness 
campaigns, events. Open to students, faculty, 
and friends. macewanodc@yahoo.ca. 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 


www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 


hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave.; 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St.; Prism: 
101 St.; The Roost: 10345-104 St. 
leisure groups 

Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the second 


Wednesday of the month 


Organic 
10524- 


at a bi-triendly 


location. Contact bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Breakfast (lub We meet the second Sunday of 
each month. Please phone Sylvia or Simone 
at 453-1445 or email sylvia60@telus.net. 
We will put you on our list and notify you 


monthly as to time and location. 


Dykes on Bikes For motorcycle enthusiasts interested 
in meeting others, talking bikes, going on fun 
rides, etc. Everyone welcome, whether you have 
a bike or not. Visit www.dykesonbikes.net or 
call 476-6417 for more info. 


Edmonton Women Social and activity group 


meets monthly. Contact via email 


edmontonwomen2002@yahoo.ca 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 pM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


WOM 0 0 
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Single Lesbians Over 40 Social group that meets once 
a month for conversation over tea and coffee. 
Email singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com for 


details. 
radio 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 


interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 


support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill at 
422-6207. 

Free (GLBTQ) Drop-in Solution-Focused Counselling Available 


at the Pride Centre of Edmonton. Counselling 


PM on 


is provided by two chartered psychologists 
and two registered social workers. Call the 
at 488-3234 or 


website at www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 


Pride Centre check the 
for a listing of scheduled counselling times. 


Pride Centre of Edmonton 9540-111 Ave. Drop-in, 
and library, 10 aM -— 10 PM 
Call 488-3234 or visit 


www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 


counselling 


Monday to Friday. 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Call Lynne at 462-5958 


for more information. 


THIQ Alliance Mixed gender support group for 


transgender, transsexual, intersex and 


questioning. We meet at Garneau United 


11148-84 Ave., 
month, 


on the 2nd and last 
7:30-9:30 PM. 


SOFFAs are welcome on the 2nd Tuesday of 


Church, 


Tuesday of the 


every month and a special trans youth 
meeting is held on the last Tuesday. Call 718- 
1412, www.members.shaw/ca/ttiqalliance/ 
for more information. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support 
UGBW wage” 25 sand 


Saturdays 7-9 pM at Pride Centre. Contact 


group for under. 


yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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Classified ad deadline is § pt on January & Free for members, $s for non-members. Contact womonspace@gmail.com 


accommodations 


Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 
Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. A 
place to go with your partner for some 
private time. A place for women to hang out 
Cabins, 
skating, etc., cozy up by the 


with women. trails (don’t forget 
your pet), 
fireplace, or get together at the Coyote 
Howl. Call Geri at 780-586-0002 or email 


pinetrails@telus.net. 

activities 

Drop-in recreational badminton Wednesdays 
5:45-7:30 pM at Oliver School, 10227-118 St. 
All levels welcome. $30 for the vear or $5 per 


drop-in. Email mlwilkes@telusplanet.net or 
call 465-3620 for more info. 

NEW! Social group for single lesbians 40 
and over. We meet once a month for 
Email us 
Jplus@hotmail.com for 


conversation over tea & coffee. 
at singlewomen4( 
details. 


classifieds are 
free for members! 


The classifieds have graduated to 
thelr own page, and we need your 
help to fill it up! Do you have 
something to sell or give away? 
Are you having a garage sale? 
Looking for people to form a social 
group? Need a roommate? Just 
want to 


leave a 
someone special? 
Classified ads are free for members 
and $5 for non-members. Send your 
ad to womonspace@gmail.com or 


message for 


call 482-1794 and leave a message. 


for sale 
Custom, comfortable bras for heavier 
breasted and/or athletic women. Properly 


fitted bras reduce sore backs and shoulders 
and improve support. In-store or evening 
fittings available. For more information or 
to schedule a fitting, call Irene at 457-0179. 


Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. 
Five flavours are available at the cost of 
$2 each. Call 423-3737 during office hours, 
Monday to pee 


a 
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Unique Native Art For Sale. Call 455-6 


personals 

Mature Cosmopolitan Artist and Goddess 
Scholar seeks like-minded Lesbian friends, 
40 to 80 years old. P.O. Box 58068 RPO 
Inglewood, Edmonton, TSL 4Z4. 


services 

Comfort Foundation offers support to any 
LGBTQ person, couple, parent(s) or woman 
in a challenging life situations or crisis. Visit 
www.comfortfoundation.com or call (780) 
446-8330 for details. 


don't miss out 
on Important 
womonspace news 


Make sure you're in the loop on what's 
happening with Womonspace and in the 
community by joining our email 
distribution list. Receive info on events 
that missed being included in the 
newsletter, updates and reminders 
about Womonspace events and more. 


To be added to the list, send an email 
to womonspace@gmail.com. 
We welcome feedback about the type of information 


we send you, and you can request to be removed 


from the list at any time. 
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asking why the two ‘of you A 
aren't fighting. over the master 
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From CASTLES to CONDOS 
and everything in between ’ 


Alexis Hlady, Agent - Challenge Realty oe 
REALTY 201, 6650-177 Street 483 : 4848 
EXECUTIVES J edmonton, Aiberta TST 435 (780) = 


Ey fx (780) 444-8017 alexishomes@shaw.ca www.alexishomes.info 


Jutit C. Lloyd 
Barrister © Solicitor 


-, 950 Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10303 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3N6 

(780) 442-4417 


upcoming 
_ newsletter 
. themes 


February v Kissing 


March w Your Health 
April ¥ Out! 


Submit your original articles, photos, 
- short stories, poetry or artwork by 
the 8th of the preceeding monih. 


For peptation, direction or an assignment, contact the editors at 
Past womonspace@gmail.com or call 482- 1794. 


sis pore (wom en) ue iret wart) nee ce) suet en ee tec See) vane neta peer ower ee i a 
S$ @ @ CG @ membership form 
(Confidentiality Assured) 


: i 
Aj Name(s) 


Address 
City Postal Code 
Phone Email 


72 month membership fee: 


Ce 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) Low income available 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 
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Cheque or money order payable te: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4 i 
Phone: (780) 482-1794 
fi 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

t 

i 

i 

i 

| 


eos Oe RI RS 


LL) New Member L} Renewal 1) Associate 
1 Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Enclosed: 


4 I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 


LI I would like to be a volunteer 


1 I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


UO I would like to receive notification of community events via email 


The personal information contained on this form is being collected for the purpose of confirming memberships and selecting 
volunteers to serve on pS committees. This information will be used only for its intended purpose. 
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